
The FAMU Way
Extension Project

An artist rendering of how FAMU Way will look when completed.

contributing to something that will be beautiful 
and a vital addition to a thriving community. 

Thanks to the incredible input and involvement 
of the community, the FAMU Way Extension 
Project got the green light from the City 
Commission on June 23, 2010. The Commission 
unanimously approved the plan that was 
recommended by residents and stakeholders.

Darryl Jones, Executive Director of the Bethel 
Community Development Corporation, feels this 
milestone is cause for celebration. “I’m excited 
about what this multi-million dollar project 
will mean to Southside Tallahassee.” Jones is 
enthusiastic about the economic opportunities the 
project will generate and the proposed plan to 
beautify the area. He said the new linear park will 
please Tallahasseeans for generations to come.

From the very beginning, community 
involvement has been an important part of the 
planning process. With construction slated to begin 
in 2013, City engineers are working to incorporate 
design features that citizens have voiced as being 
important. Priorities include addressing safety 
concerns along the canal/ditch, creating an 

Imagine the challenge - Reduce safety 
concerns caused by a deep ditch that runs 
through the neighborhood, enhance accessibility 
to the area, and extend an existing road through 
a developed part of the community. How do you 
do it? The key to success is in asking the people 
who live, work, and care about the community to 
be a part of the solution!

Why Your Participation Matters
It’s a fact; communities across the United States 

are empowered by active and engaged citizens. 
A recent report from the federal government 
credits communities with engaged citizens for 
achieving more results, more rapidly and with 
greater benefit to the community as a whole. 
The report states that community involvement is 
not for personal gain, notoriety, or power. It is to 
build a true community within the place we live 
and work making it a better place for everyone. 
Importance is placed on hearing all voices, using 
all hands, sharing the pain and celebrating the 
gain. The FAMU Way Project is a testament to 
this philosophy. Participants engaged in the road’s 
planning process will soon realize the value of 

FAMU Way  
Community  
Advisory Board 
An advisory group 
was formed during 
2009-2010 as part of 
the City’s outreach 
efforts. Members 
act as liaisons to 
City staff, providing 
feedback and advice, 
and as conduits for 
community needs.
 
Members include:

Stephen Beasley
Gallop Franklin
Mary Frederick
Rev. Marion  

      Bellamy Gibbons
Michael Hervey
Pam Hightower
Terence Hinson
Jolillian Hunter
Cornelius Jones
Darryl Jones
Bob Olmstead
Daryl Parks
Janie Reddings
Shauna Smith
Edwina Stephens
Ruth Wharton
Vaughn Wilson        

continued on page 3

Spring 2011Department of Communications, City of Tallahassee



A Message From Your Mayor & City Commissioners
Since approving the plan that 

was recommended by you last 
year, we remain committed to 
ensuring that citizen concerns 
are addressed and ideas 
shared. We would like to 
thank everyone that attended 
the community breakfast, 
participated in a public 
meeting, served on an advisory 
committee and/or completed 
a survey related to the FAMU 

Way Extension Project. We hope that you will 
remain engaged throughout the duration of this 
multi-year project and encourage your friends and 
neighbors to participate in future public meetings 
as they are scheduled. Working together, we will 
ensure that an extended FAMU Way meets the 
needs of area residents and is a source of pride for 
our community.

As your local elected leaders, 
we are pleased to introduce 
the first in a series of quarterly 
newsletters intended to help 
keep you informed of the 
progress being made on the 
FAMU Way Extension Project. 
We appreciate your support 
as the City of Tallahassee, in 
partnership with Blueprint 
2000, works to create a new 
and improved roadway that will 
be a source of pride for our community. Upon 
completion, FAMU Way will be a safer roadway 
providing for effective transportation and will 
offer scenic amenities that are a reflection of our 
City’s heritage and values. It will also provide 
an opportunity for the construction of a grand 
gateway into one of our community’s treasured 
educational institutions, Florida A&M University.  

Tallahassee City Commission

“I have been amazed 
at the thoughtful 
planning that has 
gone into the road’s 
route and the design 
of a very attractive 
linear park - the 
Capital Cascade 
Greenway. As part 
of the Railroad 
Square Management 
team, I am thrilled 
at the prospect of 
being located right 
along the “Park 
Avenue” of Southside 
Tallahassee. As an 
owner of a condo in 
the Stearns Mosely 
neighborhood, I 
am looking forward 
to much better 
connectivity for 
the area. The route 
of the FAMU Way 
extension was 
carefully chosen to 
minimize relocations 
and to save costs by 
partnering with the 
needed storm water 
improvements of the 
Greenway.”

Ruth Wharton
Railroad Square  
Management Team

Frequently Asked Questions
When will I know if my property will be 
affected by the new road? When the final 
design of the road extension is approved, 
detailed plans will be developed to determine 
exactly which properties in the area will be 
affected. Land owners will then be contacted 
as purchases are necessary. We expect to 
begin coordinating property acquisitions by 
the end of 2011.
 
When will construction begin? Construction 
is slated to begin in 2013 and continue until 
2015. Every effort will be made to complete 
the project on time, if not ahead of schedule.
 
Will there be any more community 
meetings to discuss concerns and share 
ideas?  Yes, citizen feedback is critical as we 
work to design a roadway that allows for safe, 
effective transportation and is a source of 
pride for our residents.
 
Who do I call if I have questions about the 
project? As the project progresses, both the 
City and Blueprint 2000 want the community 
to stay engaged. If you have comments to 
share, questions to ask or would like to have a 
project representative meet with you, please 
contact Alison Faris at 850-891-8535 or 
Alison.Faris@talgov.com. 

Planned Amenities
•  Five-foot-wide sidewalks on each side of  

the roadway

•  Five-foot-wide bike lanes on each side of  
the roadway

•  Eight-foot-wide parking lanes along 
portions of the roadway

•  Only two travel lanes, one in each 
direction, each 11-feet wide

•  A 15-foot landscaped median island 

•  A large, underground pipe to carry the 
water that is currently in the ditch from 
Wahnish Way to Coal Chute Park with 
no ditch or surface brook

•  A 12-foot-wide multi-use path that will 
wind around park-like amenities adjacent 
to the roadway

•  Two-thirds of the new roadway will have 
landscaped greenways ranging from 45-
95 feet.

 Planned amenities may change as the 
project progresses and the community 
continues to provide feedback.



is approved, detailed plans will be developed to 
determine which additional properties will be 
purchased for the construction of the project. 
Land owners will then be contacted as purchases 
are necessary. If you have specific questions 
related to the acquisition process, please contact 

attractive roadway, and enhancing mobility on the 
southern side of the city.   

Over the next few months, another public 
meeting will be scheduled to discuss design 
options. Meeting days and times will be posted to 
Talgov.com as they are determined. Notices will 
also be mailed and emailed to property owners 
and residents. Public participation is encouraged 
as continued community input is essential to the 
design process.    

New Roadway Section
Based on citizen feedback, the new portion of 

the roadway will run from Wahnish Way to Lake 
Bradford Road. The approved roadway plan was 
selected to provide safety for both pedestrians 
and motorists as well as encourage a variety of 
other transportation uses (bicycles, mass transit). 
Planners are making every effort to minimize the 
social, economic and environmental impacts to the 
area and protect the surrounding neighborhood. 
The City continues to work closely with Blueprint 
2000 as they develop the Capital Cascade Trail 
that will run alongside the new roadway. The trail 
will transform the existing ditch, which has been 
a cause for safety concerns, into a beautiful linear 
park between Wahnish Way and Coal Chute Park, 
creating a safer and more scenic environment.   

Property Acquisitions
The first real estate acquisition in relation to 

the project was recently completed. The City of 
Tallahassee purchased Shaker Heights Apartments 
located at the intersection of FAMU Way and 
Wahnish Way. This property is needed due to its 
location; however, most future purchases are on 
hold until the design of the road is completed. 
When the final design of the FAMU Way Extension 

Above - Map of the FAMU Way Extension Route. 
Below - The City of Tallahassee purchased Shaker 
Heights Apartments located at FAMU Way and 
Wahnish Way. Bottom - City survey crews continue 
work in the area as the project progresses.

“I am excited 
about what this 
multi-million 
dollar project will 
mean to Southside 
Tallahassee. 
The economic 
opportunity that 
this will generate 
during both its 
construction and 
its ultimate use will 
have an enormous 
fiscal impact 
on the adjacent 
neighborhoods 
and their residents. 
The construction 
of FAMU Way will 
create employment 
and commercial 
opportunities for 
our neighbors. 
Plus the aesthetic 
improvements will 
please Tallahasseeans 
for generations  
to come.”

Darryl Jones
Executive Director
Bethel Community  
Development  
Corporation

The FAMU Way Extension Project,  continued from cover.
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Ray Youmans, Blueprint 2000 Right-of-Way 
Manager, at 850-219-1060 or Ray.Youmans@
Blueprint2000.org.

Signs of Progress
Surveyors working in the area, evidenced 

by survey stakes with orange ribbons, marked 
property lines as they gathered field information 
needed to design the roadway. The initial surveys 
are mostly complete, but City crews will continue 
to be seen in and around the area as the project 
progresses and design elements are finalized. As 
always, City employees will be dressed in uniform 
and carry identification. 

Bicycle Accommodations
A meeting was held in August with 

local bicycle enthusiasts to discuss a 
variety of bike lane design options. 
After a candid discussion with City 
engineers, bicyclists advocated for a 
design that allows for a spacious  
five-foot bike lane. To further address 
safety concerns, a three-foot buffer will 
be added between the bike lane and  
on-street parking. The buffer will help 

reduce potential collisions between bicyclists and 
motorists utilizing on-street parking as they enter 
and exit their vehicles.

Connect With Us
The City of Tallahassee commits to keeping you 

informed and will provide project updates and 
advance notification of any activities. Visit Talgov.
com for updates and/or subscribe to the email 
notification service entitled FAMU Way Extension 
Project. If you don’t currently receive direct 
communication and would like to be added to the 
project mailing list, please call 850-891-8535 or 
email your name, address and/or email to Alison.
Faris@talgov.com.

As we enjoy the benefits of progress, 
we must celebrate our past! In future 
newsletters, we’d like to feature articles 
that help tell the story of the people 
and the area. Do you have photos, 
family stories or historical information 
about landmarks like Elberta Crate Co. 
or the old pecan factory that you are 
willing to share? Please call 850-891-
8535 or email Alison.Faris@talgov.com


